
There are five issues in Part 3, you can choose one or more
to focus on. You could allow the students to vote for the
issue they would like to explore or choose one that you 
feel you have sufficient knowledge about to be able to
resolve any misunderstandings. For each issue there is
footage explaining the background and the changes the 
EU and European Parliament has introduced or is proposing 
to introduce.

You could set them homework in the lesson before to do
their own research into this issue, but you do not have to,
the activity will work well with the information from the
video clips and role cards.  A more detailed explanation of
how to run this activity is included at the end of these
teachers' notes.

See on the next page the issues and the work of the
European Parliament and the EU in this area.
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ACTIVITY TIME:
50 - 60 MINUTES

Role-play

Watch the video clips (there are five separate
clips - one for each issue) and take part in a
role-play to discuss whether the changes
brought in by the EU and the European
Parliament are a good idea. Students then
take part in a vote.

To learn about changes the EU and the
European Parliament are making

To learn more about an issue: the Single
market, consumer protection, cosmetic testing
on animals; disposing of car waste and
football transfers

To look at these issues from different
perspectives and to form an opinion

ACTIVITIES:

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

ACTIVITIES:

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Curriculum links to
the Citizenship POS

Activity Time Resources Key Words/Phrases

KS4
1.1 (b)
1.2 (a)
1.3 (c) 
2.1 (a) (d)
2.2 (a) (c)
3 (j) (m)
4 (a) (b)
(c) (g) (h)

KS3 
1.1 (b)
1.2 (a)
1.3 (c) 
2.1 (a)
2.2 (a) (c) (d)
3 (k)
4 (a) (b)
(c) (g) (h)

50-60 minutes

Trade
Consumer Protection
Animal Welfare
The Environment
Professional Football

See table on the next
page for key words
on each issue.
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Issue EU and European Parliament work in this area

Trade
- The Single market

Clip title and length:
“We're all in this together.”
6 mins 8 secs

Question to be discussed in the
role-play:

Do you agree that, overall, the
Single market is a good thing for
the UK?

Background:
One of the principal ideas behind the EU is to create a Single market where
people and companies can work as though they were in one single country.
To achieve this, four freedoms were identified to be essential requirements -
the free movement of:

• Products - Companies can buy and sell products anywhere in the EU.  
Businesses do not have to go through lengthy border checks or pay VAT.

• People - EU citizens are entitled to study, live or work anywhere in the EU.  
• Services - Professional services such as banking, insurance, architecture 

and advertising can be offered in any member state.
• Capital (money) - money can move freely throughout the EU and people 

can, in theory, hold their money anywhere in the EU.

Key words: trade, VAT, consumer, manufacturer

Consumer Protection 
- Toy Safety

Clip title and length:
“Always read the small print.”
4 mins 31 secs

Question to be discussed in the
role-play:

Do you agree that all toys sold
should have the CE safety mark?

Background:
In order to protect consumers, all toys sold in the EU must show the CE safety
mark.  This mark indicates conformity with health and safety requirements set
out in the Toy Safety Law. To be able to use the CE mark on a toy, the
manufacturer must prove that the item meets the stringent safety standards.
Sometimes this is achieved using an external test house which evaluates the
product and its documentation.  Trading Standards Institutes are responsible
for making sure that retailers comply with the law.

Key words: bureaucracy, manufacturer, consumer

Animal Welfare
- Testing cosmetics on animals

Clip title and length:
“Animals!”
5 mins 59 secs

Question to be discussed in the
role-play:

Do you agree that testing
cosmetics on animals should have
been banned?

Background:
The European Parliament agreed to ban testing of cosmetic products on animals
in Europe. New laws came into force in 2009 that:

• Banned the testing of cosmetic products on animals.
• Banned the testing of cosmetic ingredients on animals.
• Banned the marketing of cosmetics tested on animals or containing 

ingredients tested on animals as soon as alternative testing methods have 
been approved.

• Improved consumer information in relation to the use of cosmetic products.

By 2013 products that have been tested on animals outside the EU will not be
allowed to be imported into the EU.

Key words: cosmetics, legislation
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Issue EU and European Parliament work in this area

The Environment
- Disposing of car waste

Clip title and length:
“The big clean up!”
5 mins 31 secs

Question to be discussed in the
role-play:

Should car owners be responsible
for disposing of their worn out
cars?

Background:
Currently getting rid of worn out cars and trucks creates 8-9 million tonnes of
waste every year.  It represents up to 10% of the total annual amount of
hazardous waste generated in the EU.  Old cars release heavy metals, petrol,
motor oil etc. into landfill sites and are dangerous if abandoned.

A new law on “end-of-life” vehicles proposes that owners will have to get a
certificate from someone authorised to dispose of the car or truck before it can
be “de-registered” and they can stop paying taxes.  Owners will be able to
deliver their vehicles to these authorised operators at no cost and car
manufacturers will have to meet all, or a good part of the price of disposal.

Key words: landfill site, sustainable development

Professional Football
- Football transfers

Clip title and length:
“Stand up for your rights”
4 mins 11 secs

Question to be discussed in the
role-play:

Should football clubs be allowed
to sign players who are at the end
of their contracts without paying
a transfer fee?

Background:
As a result of the “Bosman Case” in 1996 by the European Court of Justice,
transfer fees for out-of-contract players became illegal. Before the case a
football player could only move to another club with the agreement of both
clubs. Usually this agreement was only reached by the setting of a “transfer
fee”. This applied regardless of whether the player's contract with the selling
club had ended. After their contract ran out players no longer belonged to the
club but they were not released unless a club they wanted to move to were
willing to pay a transfer fee. 

Jean-Marc Bosman played for a Belgium club side RFC Liège but his contract
had run out and he wanted to be transferred. Liège, however, refused to let
him leave without the payment of a transfer fee which Dunkerque, his
proposed new club, were unwilling to pay. He knew that as a European Union
citizen, he possessed the right to “freedom of movement” within the
European Union if he wished to find work. He argued that the system should
be changed so that players who were out-of-contract - and no longer
belonged to their club - could move to another club without the paying of a
transfer fee.  He believed that transfer fees like his were an obstacle to free
movement, which is a fundamental right for every citizen of the Union. The
European Court of Justice found in favour of Jean-Marc. They determined that
transfer fees for out-of-contract players were illegal where a player was
moving between one EU nation and another. His case increased “player
power” considerably, providing players with more employment rights and a
greater say in the development of their career.

Quota systems for the number of foreign players in a team were also held to
be illegal.  Club sides are now able to have as many players from other EU
member states as they like in their team. Thus the EU principle of 
“freedom of movement” was upheld.

Key words: : transfer fee, contract
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Running the role-play

You could run the activity as a whole class by giving more
than one student each role (this would be easier for lower
ability students). Alternatively run the role-play in groups
made up of one person in each role (there are either 5 or 6
roles). Some of the roles are more difficult because they will
require students to be able to respond to more challenging
questions from the other characters e.g. MEPs will have to
defend the changes/proposed changes of the EU and the
European Parliament.

Suggested sequence of activities:

1. Briefly introduce the issue to the students and establish 
prior knowledge. Explain that the students will take part 
in a role-play.

2. Show the relevant clip.

3. Question students to find out what they picked up 
about the issue and make sure they understand the 
changes the EU and European Parliament have made.

4. Explain the question that the students will be discussing 
in the role-play, see the table on the previous pages.  
The question is also on the role cards.

5. Give out role cards. Do not let the students see each 
other's cards.  

6. Students watch clip again with their role in mind, taking 
notes of points they could use to support their case.

7. Students prepare a short introduction to explain their 
position and questions to ask the other characters in the
role-play. Make sure the students are clear whether they 
are in favour of or against the changes made by the EU 
and the European Parliament. They will also need to be 
prepared for any questions that the other characters 
might ask them.

8. Run the role-play for 20 minutes and explain that at the 
end they will vote in favour or against the changes 
made by the EU and the European Parliament. Allow 
each character to introduce themselves and their 
position; then allow students to question the other 
characters in turn.

9. After the allotted time, take the vote - the students will 
vote as themselves, not as their characters.

10. Debrief by asking whether they found it easy or difficult 
and why.

11. Hand out and explain “What did you learn?“ 
worksheets to capture learning.
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